WeHit A Live Nerve': Saturday's Children
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Sat"u‘rday's Children B |
‘We Hit
A Live
Nerve'

. 'WESTPORT, Conn.~~According te
an . old rhyme, “Friday’s child i
loving and giving,” while “Satur§
day’'s child has to work for its li
ing. . . .” But. in this wealthy sub
urb, where weekend tedium can bek
a way of adolescent life, the citi
zens have to work hard to enterf
tain Saturday's children. e

. But the task has been eased conjiis
siderably since the town came upf
with a new recreation-educatiorg
-program popularly known as Thdl
" Saturday Thing. Now, instead o
drifting downtown and hangin
around each Saturday—a custo
that upsets parents and unnerve

young people go to school.

The program offers—as one moth:
er described it—*a smorgasbord o
uastructured activities.” A Satur
day child can participate in thg
expected recreational activities

he also can do things more educa
tional, such as puttering around thqg
sclence lab, creating in art and
drama, or listening to music. 3

The “smorgasbords” are availabl
at seven Westport schools, includf§
ing the high school, and are at
tracting more than 1,000 childre

- gchoo] enrollment is about 7,000,
The program is sponsored by th
town’s recreation commission at a
annual cost of $20,000. Since it i
relatively inexpensive and can b¢;
organized with a minimum of fuss,
it might serve as a rough model

fie schools of Westpart, Conn, The
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for other communities worried The parents and mng’&}'md u]ap}ﬁpﬁﬁs]wbupbtﬁhemm

about their Saturday children. _organized a rock .;{, ert wh
t Rai

The concept of utilizing schodlaised $700; and Wneﬂan
buildings on weekends is neithemoney

port, a town of about 28,000 poRshiidren that first Saturday,” notes
ulation. Many communities open ongy . Meyers, “we knew we had hit
or more of their public schools fof y.vo poran

athletic and other recreational ac- The Cole}town' experiment even-
ally spread to other schools, and

But the Westport public-schodi® t‘?w’n consented fo Ri(.:k up the
program is somewhat different e ‘I1t's becom’e a significant part
two important respects: It ventureQf our program,” says Bruce Corri-
beyond recreation into educationagan, of the Recreation Commission.

‘areas, and it involves paid profes:l don't know how we survived so

sional teachers (each receives aboulpng without it.”

$7 an hour). “I can think of no One apparent reason for the pro-
other town,” says Daniel Christiangram’s popularity is its pleasant
son, principal of Coleytown Juniogasualness and informality. “The
High School, “which gives so gemkids can come and go as they
erous a choice of activities to YOUNBslease,” observed Edward Blud-

sters on Saturdays.” icki, a Coleytown science teacher
The schoqls in Westport 5t°°§«ho'helpso Sl);pervise. “They don't
locked and idle on weekends unt ave to sign in or sign out. And

about three years ago, when )
group of Coleytown parents de»cid‘ghey don't have to worry about

ed to unlock the doors. “Some oft2des, which means !:’hey'.re not
the kids had been breaking into thafraid to make mistakes.

school on weekends to play basket- Another apparent reason is tha
ball,” Jay Strausser, one of the omeed the young people have for a
ganizers of the “open school” proplace to go—aside from downtown
ect, recalled on a recent Saturdayx—to meet their friends and get
“}Ne. parents felt that rather thagway from their parents.

discipline them, we ought to take on g recent Saturday a visitor
ﬂ’%‘fv?;:t'Meyers another membal®®d Mr. Bludnicki in the science
of the Parent-Teacher Associatio oom,foveéseemgstthg vtasrle%hacml-
who helped open the doors, said®s Ot 4 dozen students, lhe pre-
she had been worried about “thgominant mood seemed one of
concentration,

would hang around and spend "YOU see” said Mr. Bludnicki,
money and sometimes get into trou¢plaining the children’s diligence,
‘ble, They needed a safe place to go./they're doing the things they

ild ¢ ) to launch The Saturday-
original with nor unique to Westfhing. “When we saw the mobs of-

There's, ng disciplj oblem be-
| We@h eseﬁﬁf mtation.”

The visitor wandered into the
huge gymnasium, where about 100
children, mostly boys, were playing
basketball. In the center of  the
switling crowd were two teachers,
James Welsh and Peter Van Hagen. .
“We really get to know the kids

.on Saturdays,” said Mr. Welsh."

“They begin to realize we're real
persons and not just machines in
suits and ties.” Mr. Welsh was wear- -

-ing a sweatshirt and jeans.

Upstairs, off the main lobby,
some .youngsters were playing Ping-
Pong; others were playing chess
and listening to rock. A group of
P.T.A, mothers were conducting yet
another fund-raiser, a bake sale.

The visitor bought a cupcake.
Then he slipped into a telephone
booth and called Klein's, a large
store on Main Street which sells
books, records, cameras and toys.
Did Mr. Klein notice fewer children
in his store on Saturday?

“You bet I have,” he said, “This
school program is wonderful. I
have nothing against kids — I've
three of them. myself—but Satur-

* day is the only time some adults

can do their shopping, and the
kids get in the way. Any program
that keeps them stimulated and en-
tertained gets my support.”

—RICHARD J. MARGOLIS

Mr. Margolis is a freelance who.
frequently writes about education.

IR

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



